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the conspirators. The coarse, black, Arab powder was brought in charcoal sacks and stored in the basement, where large reserves of fuel are often kept in up-country households.
A time-fuse did the rest at dead of night, when the family slept and the faithless servants had scattered to their homes. All that awaited the stricken husband and father at his frantic home-coming was a shattered ruin and a few tattered scraps of humanity.
Ahmed Rusti re-entered military service and was killed in action shortly after, at Loheia, fighting in the forefront of the battle with all the abandon of one for whom life has nothing more.
Arabs, on their side, can point to deeds of callous tyranny and brutal suppression wrought by the governing race. Even in districts where Ottoman rule is paramount, country folk glower at every tarboosh they see. Townsfolk are moderate men as a rule, for they have no ashur to pay. They dwell at administrative centres, where they can see the machinery of the Government at work, and it must occur to them that every effort is being made now to keep the country quiet and avoid friction. At least they realize that the Turks are no worse than their former Imams and have guarded their lives and homes in time of stress, though the citizens of Sanaa seem to have forgotten that.
With Imam and Turk outwardly friendly, yet covertly jealous and watchful of each other, it follows that a discreet Yameni will commit himself to no definite statement, on any political or social subject, unless he knows his man, for he feels that he may be ha&d before Ottoman officialdom for sedition, or incur some recondite penalty of the Islamic code.